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ALL IS HARMONY

THE INDIAN TERRITORY DEMO-
CRATS MEET AT DURANT

NOTHING DONE WITHSTATEHOOD MATTER

Delegates Are Uninstructed—Williams
the Winner for National Committee-
man—Twenty-four of the Twenty-
five Recording Districts Represented
DURANT: There was a striking

ly splendid article of harnony dis-
played at the territorial Demoecratic
convention. It smacked nothing short
of a party love feast, and warrants
the assertion that the wounds re-
celved at Ardmore four ycars ago have
thoroughly healed, and that the Demo-
cratic party of Indian Territory 1s
again In splendid working order.

The executlve sesiion went Into
session at 8 o'clock in the morning to
prepare the club rolls and select tem-
porary officers. All went smooth until
the Ada delegation was reached. There
were contesting delegations from
Ada, one known as the Dick faction,
and championed by J. F. McKeel, and
the other an anti-Dick faction, cham-
ploned by W. H. L. Campbell and L.
M. King. Each presented strong
statements of the situation. After a
session of over four hours the com-
mittee, In executive session, settled
the difference by allowing each of the
delegations half a vote.

The committeg sclected for the con-
vention J. B. Thompson of Paul’'s Val-
ley as temporary chalrman; A. B. Cun-
ningham of Tahlequah, temporary scc-
retary, and J. D. Laukford of Atoka,
asgistant temporary secretary.

Owing to the time taken up by the
executive committee the convention
did not convene until 2:30 p. m.

Owing to tho Inabllity of Hon. J. J.
McAlester, chalrman of the executive
committee, who was disabled recently,
to préside, Hon. Clifford 1. Jackson of
Muskogee callad the convention to ur-
der. Rev. J. M. Gross of Durant In-
voked the blessings of the Dicly upou
the convention. Mayor W. L. Bonner
dellvered the address of welcome on
behalf of the city. D. lead dclivered
the address of welcome ou behall of
the Jackson National Demucrats of
Durant. Hon. C. B. Stuart ot South
McAlester gave a response on beball
of the delegations.

The recommendalion ol the execu-
tive committoe relutive Lo Lhe tempor-
ary officers was accepted without op
position. Dan J. Kendall of Sulphur
was elected sergeant-at-armus. ‘Three
committees were selecled a com-
mittee on order of hosiness, a com-
mittee on resolutions and a committes
on credentials, Twenty-flve cowr posa
each committes, a delegate from cach
of the twentyfive recording districts
being chosen. The committees Im-
mediately went Into execulive scs-
slon.

Hon, Thomas P. Gore, the blind ora
tor and senator of Lawlon, was called
for and spoke to the nssembly for
thirty minutes. Senator Gore Is an
ardant supporter of the single state
hood causo, an spoke along this line.
He carried the assembly with him in
his brilllant address,

The repeatced applause nnd encoros
warrants the assertion that he spoke
the gentiments of the large majoritly
of the delegntion and u vote of thianks
was extended to hiwm by the delexn-
tions for his specch. While It Is bo-
lieved that the delegation Is in [avor
of single statehood, it is likely that no
declaration will be made wnent stale-
hood, a large portion af the delegution
instisting that this Is an Inopportune
tima to resulute the measure, Chame
pions of the single statehoml canse are
pushing the mattor, howevor, aud wre

.

anzious that the convention go on
record now.

Following Mr, Gore’s speech the
convention adjourned to meet ap 8
p. m,

The convention wes again called to
order at 8:356 o'clock, with 3,000 peo-
ple In attendance. The convention
moved off slowly, owing to the delay
of the committees,

The cradentials commitlee unanl
mously agreed and recommend that
the rolls of the exceative committee
be adopted cxcept as to the Ada dele
gations, The committee recommend-
ed that the anti-Dick faction be al
lowed a seat in the convention. The
report was adopted.

The committee on permanent or-
ganization and order of Dhusinegs
recommended Benjamin F. LaFayette
of Checotah for permanent secretary;
W. R. Campbeld, Cluremore, perma-
nent assistant secretary; Danlel J.
Kendall, sergeant-at-arms. The com:
mittee also reported that six delogates
be elected to the national counvention
at 8t. Louls; one delegate and one al
ternate from each of the four court
districts and (wo at lurge.  Upon mo-
tion the report was adoptod.

The minority report fuvoring single
stutehood was deleuted, single state
hooders voting agalnst It to preserve
harmony.

L. M. Poue of Tulsz and H. J. Stanley
of Purcell were ¢lected delegates- at-
large to St. Louls. Alternates are Ed
M. McConkey of Peorla and 8. M.
Rutherford of Muskogee.

Delegates and alternates to St
louls from court districts are: Cen-
tral distriet, (!, A. Skeen, Wapunucka;
Tom Alnsowtrh, McAlester; Southern,
T. L. Wade of Marlow sand J. 1. Blan-
ton of Puul's Valley; Northern, W. C.
Rogers of Pryor Creck and Thomas
J. Waite of Wagoner; Western, Rob-
erts Keed of Holdenville and James M.,
(ivens of Muskogee. The latter named
in ecach district are alternates.

W. A. Ledbetter of Ardmore sald in
refercuce to the vote on the single
statehood resolution in the conventlion
that the defeat of the amendment did
not signify that the terrtiory does not
waut statehood with Oklahoma, but
that a vote at this time would inter-
fere with the trade for delegutes made
Lbetween the Halley and Williams fao
tions,

THE MARSHAL SHOT WILD

In Attempting to Shoot Escaping Pris-
oner Two Men Were Wounded
DENISON, TEX.: Deputy United

States Marshal Frank Jones acci-

dentally shot and wounded two men

ut the Katy depot In Checotah, L. T. °
He was at the depot awaiting the

arrival of the northbound passenge:

traln. He had under arrest a negro
chargeit with peddling whisky. There
wud quite a crowd of people at the
stution. Shortly before the arrival of

the traln the negro prisoner made a

break for liberty, starting down the

platform and darting into the crowd,

Marshal Joues drew his pistol and

tired at the flecing negro. Charles

B. Willlams, c¢ongineer, and J. E.

Young, fireman on a Katy work train,

were in direct line of the bullet, Wil

linms was struck In the right ankle,
the bullet passing through and enter

Ing the left leg of Young.

The wounded men wera made as
comfurtable us possible until the ar-
rival of the passenger train, on which
they were taken to the company hos
pital at Sodalia. Both men reside in
Denlson and have been on duty on the
Choctaw division.

Mr. Williams' injury is sald to be
sorions, und it Is feared that the leg
will have to be amputated above the
anklo, Young's Injury is sald to be
slight.

What is probably the only bank fin
the lluited Stales owned, operated
and oficered entirely by negroes is
the vne Ilu Muskogee, recently organ-
ized with a capital of $50,000, three
fifths of which sum has been pald In

by ten stockholders,

ROBBED OF LANDS

GOVERNOR McCURTAIN APPEALS
TO THE DEPARTMENT

INDIANS ARE FLEECED BY THE GRAFTERS

One of the Boldest Schemes Ever
Worked—Mississippi Choctaws Are
Fleeced Going and Coming—Matter
to be Taken Up by Officials
MUSKOGERE: Governor  MeCur-

taln of the Choctaw nation has ap-
pealed to the departments here to as
sist In suppressing what appears to
ba one of the boldest grafts in exists
ence—a scheme by which the Missls
sippl Choctaws are being absolutely
robbhed of most of their lands, as wall
as the rentals therefrom. It s prob.
able that the mutter will be taken up
by the officials at Washington.

From Governor McCurtaln's stale
ment, Choetaw Indians have been, dur-
ing the last year, Imported by graft.
erg, who charged "iem half of their al-
lotments to bring them to the terrl
tory, and compelled the ignorant In-
dians tp give them a fiveyear lease
on the entire allotments for the pait.y
sum of $60 a year. As an inducement
the greafters who have worked the
scheme sent their agenls o Missis
sippl soon after the government ap-
propriated money to remove the In
dians from that state. ‘Thesa agents
falsify reports and get charge of many
who were entitled to allotments,

The scheme, which, according to
Gdvernor McCurtaln, these grafters
worked, wns both bold and unique.
Their agents would tell the Indlans
of the rich allotments that were awalit-
Ing them In the territory, and con-
vince them that the government had
declded not to pay for thelr transpor-
tation. Then the offer to remove the
Indlan for half his allotment and the
five-year lease would be advanced, and
In most cases readlly accepted. Where
there was any hesitancy on the part
of the desired allottee the agent
would assure him that In addition to
the land ecach Dblississippl Choctaw
wonld get §1,000,

As goon as the victim was landed In
the Choctaw country he would be
sent to the land office to file upon a
clalm, and & contract would be en-
tered Into at once, This was not ealled
to the attention of the authorities un.
til recently, when some of the misled
Indlans, realizing that they had been
cheated, became dissatisfied, and then
hegan to complain. They soon real-
ized that the land which they were
leasing for 860 a year was bringing
ut least $2 an acre to the grafter who
had worked them. The average al-
lotment in the Choctaw country Ia
320 acres, and the fact that thesa In:
diana were allotted on the best lapd ot
the country meant a c¢lear profit of
sevara! hnndred dollars to the white
men, hesldes an assurance of half the
1Ma when the title became elear and
the restrictions are removed.

Governor MeCurtain has a number
of affidavits setting forth schemes
similar to the ons glven above, and he
has dotectives still working on the
matter. The affidavits contain the
names of the persons who worked,
and are still working, the graft In
rome Instances it 18 ectually shown
that the Indian was actually foreed
to pay the whita men for the priv-
flege of alloting and that In somae
cases the allottee I3 a hireling In the
employ of the man who 18 rohbing
him. One affidavit statea that the own-
er of the land was not even permitted
to rent from his lessee, who, by the
way, Is n white woman, and that he
was compelled to hire himself as a
farm hand In order to support his wite
and two small children.

The government appropriated $20,
000 & little more than a year ago for
tha removal of the Mississippl

.

LEGAL FIGMT OVER A TO\;ﬁ.lTl

Citizens of Boynton Ask Cancellation
of Townaite Allotment

MUBKOGEE: The application of the
citizens of Boynton, asking that can<
cellation of the allotment of Benjamin
Grayson, deceased, upon which allot
ment the town I8 bullt, be annulled,
was before the Dawes commission last
weok,

Hoynton is sluated about elghteen
miles west of Muskogee, nad has ale
moet 1,600 Inhabitants, and the facts
in regard to the controversy about the
site are as follows:

Some time since the allotment of
Benjamin Grayson, deceasced, was purs
chased by J. P. Finley, who represent-
ed the Boynton Townsite company.
This purchase was made In behalf of
the eitizens, who intended to got thelr
titles through the townsite company.
It was afterward discovered that there
were minor heirs of Benjamin Gray-
son, who have slnce set up a clalm for
the allotment.

It Is the plan of the attorney who
represents the heirs of the orlginal
aillottee to have the restrictions to
alienation removed so that the press
ent owners of the lots and improve.
ments may acquire title through these
helrs.  This action I8 belng bittarly
contested by the citizens of Boynton,
on the ground that they would then
be compelled to pay for thelr lots
just what the heirs saw fit to charge.

What the present owners ask 18
that the land be gegregated and plat-
ted ns a government townsite, and
they then expect to get the property
at a falr valuation.

Both sides to the controversy have
employed the best legal talent, and
the case will be fought to the end.

The commission continued the hean
ing tlll Monday, July 11.

S8YSTEM OF TAXATION

Dr. Jacob H. Hollander WIll Investi-
gate the Question In the Territory
ARDMORE: Secrctary of the In-

teritor Hitcheock has appointed Dr.

Jacob H. Hollander, professor of po-

litical economy and financler at Johns

Hopkinag unlversity, special agent on

taxation In the Indian Territory to in-

vestigate the practability of provid-
ing a systemm of taxation which will
malintain the public schools and at the
same time gerve as a hasis of a future
general revenue system. The appoint-
ment was one of the results of the
recent Inspection of the public servica
in the territory. It is expected that

Prol. Hollander will soon vigit tha dif-

ferent nations.

Becretary Hitcheock will probably
recommend to congress legislation
which will meet the requirements of
the people regarding public schools.
The special agent's report will prob-
ably be the basis for asking congress
tn make adequate provisions for
schools. It Is found that tha appro-
priation made by congress recently
for the Improvement of tribal schoola
will be of little advantage to white
childreén, and throughout the country
distriets A general system of schooly
Is badly needed.

DOGS ARE VALUABLE
Canine Population of Garfleld Aes
sessed at Twice That of Sheep
ENID: County Attorney Danley
has filed his annual statement of as:
sessment with the territorial auditor,
which shows curlous conditions. Ac
cording to the statement filed, the
dogs of Garfield county are worth al
most six times as much as all the
plate and jewelry owned In the county.
The jewelry and plate asseswad {8 val
ued at $120, while the dogs are valued
at $813. The value of the canine
property is also more by four times
than all the typewriting machines,
and twice as much as the sheep owned

in the county.

The assessed value of all property,
not including the rallroads, telephones,
telegraphs, ete, Is $4,046,103, against
$3.790,097 for 1803. In the city of
Enld the property Is assessed at $811,-

287, an increase of $71,199 over 1903,




